USA Population Urban/Rural Split*

This table provides a best estimate of the urban/rural divide in the USA since 1880, based on US
Census Bureau source information. Similar information is available across the web, but the
derivation is listed just as “Census Bureau” and cannot be readily validated. This paper provides
links back to US Census Bureau documents and describes necessary corrections and

assumptions.

Decennial | Urban Rural | Urban Pop Rural Pop Total Pop Source
Census % %
1880 26.3 73.7 13,184,902 36,970,881 50,155,783 histstats-
colonial-1970
1890 35.8 64.2 22,559,367 40,388,347 62,947,714 histstats-
colonial-1970
1900 40.3 59.7 30,683,411 45,411,164 76,094,575 histstats-
colonial-1970
1910 45.6 54.4 measuring
america 2016
1920 51.2 48.8 measuring
america 2016
1930 56.1 43.9 measuring
america 2016
1940 56.5 43.5 measuring
america 2016
1950 64.0 36.0 measuring
america 2016
1960 69.9 30.1 measuring
america 2016
1970 73.7 26.3 measuring
america 2016
1980 73.7 26.3 measuring
america 2016
1990 75.2 24.8 measuring
america 2016
2000 79.0 21.0 measuring
america 2016
2010 80.7 19.3 measuring
america 2016
2020 80.0 20.0 geo-areas
2020

*Excludes Puerto Rico




Sources

source: histstats-colonial-1970

https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/histstats-colonial-1970.pdf

See table Series A 73-81

1890 through 1960
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ISeries A 73-81.

Population. by Type o Residence. Sex. and Race: 1880 to 1970

[For definition of urban, see text for series A 43—56:for definition of rural farm, see text for senes A 73-21]
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1 Definition modified to exclude population in incorporated places and New England
towns in the 2500-3999 size range.

Extract from this table utilized:
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Notes:

1. Per note 3 of the table, statistics are given both with and without urban exclusion for 2,500
through 3,999 size settlements. To provide maximum comparability with 1900 and beyond,
the 1890 statistics w/o this exclusion is selected. This is also forced because:

a. For 1900, the only statistic is w/o this exclusion.

b. Image quality for the 1890 values with this exclusion are difficult to read.



2. The RURAL 1900 value shown as 4534113164 appears to be a typing error, as it is two digits
too long. As the QWERTY keyboard was already standard by 1906, a misdirected reach for
the single quote key can land on the 3 key. By transformation of the two ‘3’ to the single
quote we reach a value of 45,411,164. With this adjusted value the gap between the
excluded and non-excluded values for 1900 is roughly consistent with that shown for 1890,
adjusted for population growth (and consequently greater gap) across a decade.
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3. 1970 ruraltitle lines are missing, and there are two rows. Perhaps the chart image was taken
from a partially corrected table. For decennial census for 1910 and beyond, more recent
Census Bureau documents are utilized as they are probably more trustworthy

Source: urpop 1900 to 1990

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/1990/dec/1990-urban-pop.html (“1990 Urban Pop
(census.gov)”)

www?2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/tables/1990/1990-urban-pop/urpop0090.txt

Published Oct 1995 but loss of column alignment information makes reading this table unreliable,
so not useful.

Source: measuring america 2016

https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/visualizations/2016/comm/acs-rural-urban-
text.pdf

1910 through 2010

Source: geo-areas 2010

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural/ua-
facts.html
2010 urban is 80.7%

Source: geo-areas 2020



https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural/2020-ua-
facts.html
2020 urban is 80.0%

Notes

BACKGROUND ON DROP OF URBANIZATION PERCENT FROM 2010 TO 2020
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/urban-rural-populations.html

DEC. 29, 2022 — The nation's urban population increased by 6.4% between 2010 and 2020 based
on 2020 Census data and a change in the way urban areas are defined, according to the new list of
urban areas released today by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Despite the increase in the urban population, urban areas, defined as densely developed
residential, commercial, and other nonresidential areas, now account for 80.0% of the U.S.
population, down from 80.7% in 2010. This small decline was largely the result of changes to the
criteria for defining urban areas implemented by the Census Bureau, including raising the minimum
population threshold for qualification from 2,500 to 5,000. The rural population — the population in
any areas outside of those classified as urban — increased as a percentage of the national
population from 19.3% in 2010 to 20.0% in 2020.
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